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The pistols also are convert-
ed to use magazines that hold
. compressed air instead of bul-
lets. That enables the pull of
the trigger to cycle the slide
of the gun and simulate the
recoil that would be created
from firing a real bullet.

Speakers connected to the

~System also offer feedback in
the form of gunshot sounds,
dialogue and other audio.

The first few drills featured
still and moving targets, but
the last two were custom-re-
corded video sequences appli-
cable to campus police.

The first video scenario
depicted a student threaten-
ing three others with a knife,
while the second involved an
adult holding a hostage at gun-
point in a classroom.

., The actions the officers took
during the scenarios influenced
the outcome, and at the end
of each drill, the officers were
scored on accuracy. Also, each
sequence can be recorded so
officers can reflect on their deci-
sion making after the scenario.

“This is a very good training
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tool,” Paul Epps, coordinator ' .

of Butler’s school police, said:

Epps, a retired state trooper
who is one of about 25 officers
serving the district, said the
Meggitt system is similar to
simulation systems used by
law enforcement for firearms
training. However, he said the
ability to create custom sce-
narios better suits the school
force’s needs in being primed
for emergency situations.

In addition to being portable
and able to be used indoors,
Buttyan said the system has oth-
er advantages over traditional
firearms or situational training.

Instead of reloading maga-
zines with real ammunition,
which takes a considerable
amount of time, the system’s
magazines are refilled in sec-
onds by an air tank.

At a cost of about $900 per
day to use BC3’s Meggitt sys-
tem, Buttyan said there also is
money-saving potential.

He explained that during the
series of drills run by the school
police, each officer fired 120
rounds. Ifthey were using astan-
dard type of law enforcement
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'Paul Epps, a retired state trooper who is one:
of about 25 officers serving the Butler School
District, said the Meggitt system is similar to -
simulation systems used by law enforcement
for firearms training, However, he said the abil-
ity to create custom scenarios better suits the
school force’s needs in being primed for emer-

gency situations.

ammunition, such as 40-caliber
S&W, which costs about 32 cents
per round, they would have
each spent $3840 to complete
the drills. That's more than $750
in ammunition costs based on 20
participants, he said.

But for Buttyan, a father
with children in the district
who also works as a para-
medic for Butler Ambulance
Service, the biggest benefit of

‘the system is offering acces-

sible and flexible training that
helps keep officers sharp.

“These guys are protecting
our kids,” he said.

Another technology-driven
system the school has been us-
ing for public safety training
for the past five years is the
Advanced Disaster Manage-
ment Simulator.

ADMS, a product of Envi-
ronmental Tectonics Corp., of
Southampton, Bucks County,
is an interactive virtual real-
ity simulator for training offi-
cers and disaster management
teams at all levels, from on-
scene operations to off-scene
coordination and planning.

The goal is to improve com-
mand structure and coordi-

nation without having to shut
down a location to the public
with a simulation in the field.
Instead, participants never.
have to leave the college’s Pub-
lic Safety Training Facility.

There are a dozen or so com-
puter-generated environments
in which just about any type of
emergency scenario can take
place, from a fire started in a
waste basket to an active shoot-
er in an office building. The
operator also can change many
variables, such as weather and
time of day.

Those participating do so
through a first-person per-
spective at several input sta-
tions outfitted with a comput-
er, joystick and large monitor.
They give and take commands,
and they interact with the en-
vironment. Part of that inter-
action also includes artificial
intelligence in the form of
other emergency responders,
bystanders and traffic.

The system was bought with
a $1.16 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Justice,
and there are a few others at
schools nationwide. ¢



